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1CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Problem
Listening is one of the language skills. It is an essential part of the
communication process that should be mastered by the students. By listening,
the students can acquire the information and develop of what the speakers say.
Listening, along with reading, is a receptive skill. It requires a person to receive
and understand incoming information (input). Because listening is a receptive
skill, we can listen to and understand things at a higher level than we can
produce.
Listening is one of the fundamental skills. It is the medium through
which people gain a large portion of their education, their information, their
understanding of the world and of human affairs, their ideals, sense of values,
and their appreciation. So, listening is the most important skill when we learn a
language.
According to Gillian Brown, listening is an activity to put the
information they have heard.1 It means that listening is an important skill for
students especially in teaching and learning process. By listening they get
knowledge from electronic media or people. Most of their time is used to sit in
the class and listen to their teachers or friends. It is supported by Kalayo
1 Gillian Brown, 1990, Listening to Spoken English (2nd Ed), London: Pearson Education,  p.
148
2Hasibuan that students receive information from the teacher or another by
listening as much as 90%.2 So, if the students do not comprehend listening, they
will get difficulties in comprehending language.
In addition, Underwood supports that listening is the activity of paying
attention to and trying to get meaning from something listeners hear. The
listeners have to work out what speakers mean when they use particular words
in particular ways on particular occasions.3
The valid procedure in language learning involves listening as the first
stage out three other skills, to be followed by speaking, then reading and finally
writing skill. The basic skill necessary is listening according to have good ear
for English which only be obtained with a great deal of practice. Commonly,
listening becomes a problem for English learners. They usually have difficulty
to figure out what the speaker means. Otherwise, listening activity itself relates
to understand the speakers’ meaning. So, the key of a listening comprehension
skill is comprehending the speaker means.
In order to support students’ need toward listening, School Based
Curriculum (KTSP) provides this subject. This curriculum is applied by SMPN
1 Bangkinang as its guidance in teaching and learning process. In SMP 1
Bangkinang, listening is taught to all grades, from the seventh grade into the
ninth grade through kinds of text genre, such as descriptive, narrative,
2 Kalayo Hasibuan and Muhammad Fauzan Ansyari, 2007, Teaching English as a foreign
language (TEFL). Pekanbaru : Alaf Riau Graha UNRI Press. P.89
3Mary Underwood, Teaching Listening, New York: Longman, 1989, p. 1
3expository, and many others provided by the textbook. Listening is taught twice
a week with duration 80 (2x40) minutes for each meeting.
According to syllabus 2012/2013 at the eight grades, the students must
achieve two competences; those are standard competence and basic
competence. For the standard competence, the students are required to able
comprehend the meaning transactional and interpersonal conversation in
environs. For the basic competence, the students must be able to respond
meaning in transactional and interpersonal conversation accurately, fluently, to
interact the environs involves: asking giving and refusing service, asking and
giving opinion, asking and giving opinion.4
In the State Junior High School 1 Bangkinang, the passing score of
learning English in Listening is 75. However, based on the data obtained by
interviewing the teacher of English at state junior high school 1 Bangkinang
showed that there were only 14 students from 26 students who could pass the
minimum score (KKM) it means that more than half of the students cannot
attain the passing score.
There must be some factors which caused the students’ weaknesses in
listening comprehension; it can be teacher’s learning strategies, the students’
motivation or utilization the media in learning process. Based on writer’s
preliminary study at the eighth grade of SMP N 1 Bangkinang, the writer
4 Syllabus of  SMP 1 BANGKINANG 2012/2013, Unpublished, 2013
4found the teacher used a media in teaching listening to support the students.
The media is Audiovisual. According to Borras and Lafayette in Winke and
friends said that audiovisual materials enhanced with captions are powerful
pedagogical tools that are believed to help improve L2 listening and reading
comprehension skills5. By giving the authentic video help students to
visualize what they hear in their mind in learning process.
In the research’s preliminary observation, it is known that the English
teacher at State Junior High School 1 Bangkinang uses laboratory in teaching
listening. Teachers use laboratory in teaching listening for students at the
eighth grades that consist audiovisual media used to support students’
listening comprehension twice in a month for each class.
Language laboratory at State Junior High School 1 consists of a
computer server, a television, a projector and also twenty four earphones sets
with computers. Teachers use projector to show the video in learning process.
Using a projector as a tool in supporting visual and earphone give students the
authentic view in learning listening. In the audiovisual that is given by
teacher in form of sounding film, a short conversation etc depends on the
syllabus used. Combining two media in one time makes students visualize the
material that they hear from the earphone and watch from the video.
5 Winke Paula, at al.2010.the Effect of caption video used foreign language listening
activities. Michinigan state University
5Based on descriptive above, ideally the students of the eighth grade of
state Junior High 1 Bangkinang should be able to master listening subject. But
in fact, the students at the eighth grade of State Junior High School 1
Bangkinang are still difficult to comprehend the material given by the teacher.
It can be seen based on the phenomena observed from some facts as follows:
a. Some of students only listen without comprehension.
b. Some of the students feel difficulty to identify specific information
in listening text
c. Some of students still always lose concentration in teaching
listening.
d. Some of students get difficulties to find out the keyword from
listening comprehension
e. Some of students are not able to distinguish similar sound
Many efforts have influenced students’ ability to comprehend the
material for example choosing good method, technique or strategy by teacher
and also in choosing appropriate media, it is necessary to help students to
comprehend the material especially in listening skill
Based on the explanation mentioned above, the writer is interested in
conducting a research entitled ”CONTRIBUTION OF USING
AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA TOWARD STUDENTS’ LISTENING
COMPREHENSION AT STATE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 1
BANGKINANG KAMPAR REGENCY
6B. Problem
1. Identification of the Problem
Based on the description above, it is clear that there are many students
encounter problem in their comprehending on listening activities. Therefore,
the problems are identifying in the following questions:
a. Why do some of students not understand listening?
b. Why are the students difficult to identify specific information in
listening text?
c. Why do the students get difficulties to find out the keyword from
the listening comprehension?
d. Why are the students not able to distinguish similar sound?
e. How is contribution audiovisual media toward students’ listening
comprehension?
2. Limitation of the Problem
Based on the problem identified above, students still face the problem
and difficulty to identify specific information in listening text. Considering
the weaknesses that the researcher has, thus, the researcher will limit the
problem of the research to know the contribution of using media audiovisual
toward listening comprehension of the eighth grade of Students at State Junior
High School 1 Bangkinang Kampar Regency.
73. Formulation of the Problem
Based on the background of the problem before, the formulation of the
problem can be formulated in the following question:
How is the contributions audiovisual media toward students listening
comprehension?
C. Objectives and Significance of the Research
1. Objectives of the Research
To find out contribution in listening comprehension by using
audiovisual media.
2. Significance of The Research
a) To add the contribution for English teachers especially to develop
students listening comprehension by using audiovisual media
b) To add reference for readers who are interest in this topic.
c) To give way out for students who have difficulties in listening
comprehension
D. Reason for Choosing the Title
In order to avoid misunderstanding in reading this paper, it is
necessary to show the reason for choosing the title:
1. This title has not been researched before to be a thesis at State Islamic
University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau.
2. The title is relevant to the writer as a student of English Department.
83. The writer wants to find out the contribution media audiovisual toward
students’ listening comprehension.
4. The problems of the research are interesting and challenging for the
writer to be investigated in term teaching and learning English
E. Definition of the term
In order to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding in reading
this paper, it is necessary to define the following term:
1. Contribution
Something that is given or done to help something else be
successful6. It is about how something contributes for something
else. In this research, it focuses on the using audiovisual media
towards students’ listening comprehension.
2. Media
Association for education and communication technology (AECT)
in Usman’s book gives definition about media; media is every
form that is used to process of channeling information7. It focuses
on the Medias in language lab in state junior high school 1
Bangkinang.
6 Jack C. Ricards, Jhon Platt, Heidi Platt, Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and
applied Linguistic ( London; Pearson Education 1992) p.220
7 Basyiruddin Usman, Media Pembelajaran, Jakarta, Ciputat Pers,2002. p.11
93. Audiovisual
Both of audible and visible or relating to materials, such as films
and tape recordings that present information in audible and
pictorial.8 Thus audiovisual relating humanly audible sound and
the sense of sight.
4. Listening Comprehension
Listening comprehension is an activity of paying attention to and
trying to get meaning from something listeners hear in particular
ways on particular occasions.9 It is students’ listening
comprehension of the eighth grade at state junior high school 1
Bangkinang
8 The American Heritage Dictionary of English Language third edition.p.548
9 Mary Underwood, Op .Cit.
